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‘The Passing Show

Super-Thriller of a Real Spy
Moves Into the Ployhouse

By Jay Carmody

An amazing valet who was one of the superspys of World War| |
II is the hero of “Five Pingers,” new Playhouse film feature, and it
would be a shame to miss the drama of his story.

It is a factual tale which is

than fiction and by the time James Mason and a splentlid cast finish

acting it, you will be reminded

far more incredible and dramatic

of the screen's most memorable

thrillers. “Five Fingers” has hair-*
raising things to say about the
hazards of the world everyone lives
in, particularly the narrow escape
the Allies had from losing the sec-
ond World War, arms down.

Only because Hitler and his col-

leagues were psychotics who could| 3

not believe the truth when they
saw it did they fail to get ready
for D-Day 1844, a date they knew
as well as Gen. Eisenhower.

In relating how they got this| pa c

top of top secrets and how they
failed to act upon it, “Five Fin-
gers” adds up to a spectacular sus-
pense. It is set in the ominous
atmosphere of Ankara and Istan-
bul and its realism is such that
one can belleve he is involved all
over again in the tragi-comedy of
the events under consideration.

A multi-nationally case di-
rected by Joseph Manckiewes
makes the fllm a suave and sinis-
ter masterplece with just the right
eomedy eontrast to spare the
spectator's :enem huith.

A novel by L c. Mumueh of
Hitler's intelligence staff, s the
basis of “Five Fingers,” and it
still must be eurdling the blood
of Wat OMees everywhere, ihs
eluding Moseow,

its theme 18 How Masen, As
valet to the British Ambassador
t6  Turkey, seld hundreds of
theusands of dollars werth of
ﬂ*mn. Iht‘hldlﬂ’ D:Day plans,
t6 (he Germans. Ih RaMes names,
dates and places that still eeho
mrifrlm d" What 1s meve exelt:
m. A8 0 the terrer effest
by shewing hew easlly gifted P18 | dep
¢AR 18y RAands and eameras, on
the mest preelously seeret doeu-

ments,

Mason's spy, fellaw with the
ende name of Clsere, has the
dramatic effect genius, ne matter
how evil, always has of seiging
the admiration of normally dull
humeans, In "Five Fingers,” he is
up to the most despicable business|
mankind has founded hut it 1s|
part of the picture that he is a
sympathetic eharacter.

As no man is a hero to his
valet, there is something about
valets that makes them every-
body's movie herces. Mason
makes the most of this, He has
learned from a succession of
eivilized employers how not only
to be a gentleman and a servant
but how to capitalize on both
talents.

In finding the most heavily
guarded military secrets and a
market for them, he is engaged
in a blood-curdling battle of wits
with stakes so high that the

exploits the drama of suave peor

*“FIVE PINGERS," sou: l‘.'ent
ietun oduced by Otto
L. hlmkie'icl. ser

$M1 Wilson, on mve
sisch. At t.he Pl.l!ho
The Cast.

Closte. e James M
Anna __ __________ Danlelle Darrieux
orge Travers.._ ... Michael ie
ir Frederic ........Walter Hampden
oysisch _  _ ____._. car Karlwels
ol. von ‘Rlchur ______ Herbert Bergho!
[ Wengraf
!lebert ............ BCB Astar
MacFadden __ " """ "Roger Plowden
Morrison .- _#-°°°77" “Michael Pate

Ivan Triesault
Von len [} mcuurr lhmx%lore Axman

rklih Ambassador ___
tallan Ambassador
apanese Ambassador

N Palva
--Antonio Filauri
Richard

ice circles of Ankara, Far more
diplomatic than the diplomats
for whom he works, he knows the
perfect treatment for each,
Toward the British whose Am-
bassador he serves, he maintains
a respectful surface politeness and
loyalty. For the Germans, he has
an aristocratic contempt which
implies that no matter how much

[Well, to Earn $500

' |hair shaved off for $500?

Eii shaven boy of 8 for a role op-
i [posite Danny Kaye

F |Christian Andersen.”
s |mother yanked her boy out of the

Why Be Bald, Boy?

By the Associated Press

HOLLYWOQOD.
Would you have your child’s

Sam Goldwyn needed a clean-

in
Many a

casting office when they found
out that their moppets’ mops must
be shorn for the role. Mrs. Nell
Votrian let her son Peter make
his own decision. He did and got
the bald-headed role plus a free
hair shave.

WOMAN OF THE WEST—As
all movie women eventually
are is Joanne Dru who plays
the feminine lead in “Return
of The Texan,” at the Capitol.
Another western, “Red River,”
started Miss Dru’s career
upward.

April-June Aufo Quofa
May Be Raised Million

By the Associated Press

The Government may raise the
second quarter automobile pro-
duction quota from 030,000 to a
million ears.

representatives yesterday to sub-
mit by Monday figures on how
much steel, copper and aluminum
would be needed for a million-car
output in the April-June period.

The industry's Advisory Com-
mittee also was asked for materials
estimates on producing 1.1 million
cars in the third quarter, covering
the months of July through
September.

At the same time, auto makers
voiced a warning of a possible
“plack market” in new cars—
similar to that existing after
World War II,

The Advisory Committee told
NPA officlals that unless the in-
dustry is allowed to build more

Officials of the National Pro-
duction Authority asked industry

oars, dealers’ stocks would be de-
pleted and ‘black market” condi-
tions would prevail,

they pay him for the most vital
sectets, he knows they will be too
stupld to aet upon them.

The ohe weakness ih the armor
of Mason's man 18 inh his rela-
tlons with a Pollsh eountess
played by Datilelle Darrieux. "o
pay off an old debt of resentmert
for her hauteur toward Wim whet
he worked for her family, he
makes her his rmher Hia fiFst

e84 18 that she shall serve as

s moelal frent 10 uppey Ankara
diplematie elreles, his seeand thal
he later will make her his wile,

This, 1t turne ou 18 & mistake,
But & man with bhp exiraBraIRary
mnml nﬁll , af this spy ean re=

maell from even this elas-
m lrrnr.

e

Mankiewies has taken full ad-
vantage of the glamouwr and ve-
manee of his stery's backgreund
and eharaeters In diveeting "Five
Fingers." He has given his film
the "Hiteheoek toueh,” whieh

ple in suave settings to the full,

There is never a moment when
catastrophe is not dogging every
footstep in the Playhouse picture.
Immaculate acting makes the
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most of everyone of these.

Mason's performance is a thing
of sustained excellence, a master
spy portrait that ranks with the
best. There is high flavor, too,
in the work of Miss Darrieux as
the artful countess; of Oscar
Karlweiss as the bumbling Ger-
man Moyzisch; John Wengraf as
Franz von Papen, the German
Ambassador who disliked Hitler:
Michael Rennie, as a British
counter-espionage agent; and
Walter Hampden as the British

whele world is involved. It is a/l
fascinating background against|
which he moves, the foreign serv-\

Ambn.sudor
As we keep saying, Hitchcock
could not have done it better.

Henrerd and
Team Up on

HOLLYWOOD.
Paul Henreld is acquiring a new

" partner—Louis B, Mayer, late of

Metro—for Paul's picture “Stub-
born Wood.”" This is positively not
a remake of "Petrified Forest.”

Cieorge Jessel, now on a $3,260-
a-week contract at 20th-Fox, can
move to the Columbia Brondcut-l
ing system at $4,000 a weeck. All
Ceorgle has to do Is get his |
release,

Frank Sinatra is out of “The
Farmer Takes a Wife.” He wanted
all his salary in advancel

N

Judy Oarland is due in Holly-
wood next week, to rest and see
daughter Lisa, Judy will be asked
to present the aoademy musio
award,

It's & dark horse looming for
the Lorelel role in “Clentlemen
Prefer Blondes' = Anne Baxter d
who 18 stooking up with the blon
dye. Diok Bale astarts rolling
‘Blondes” In August,

1rving (he knows how to keep
it e well as make 16) Berlin nrs
yanued Lo get his §600,000 for "No
Buainess Like Bhow sunmm" l
the rate of 100 Gn per year,

Alan Ladd has to be dunked in
the waler and seraped againsb the

Where and When

Current Theater Attractions
And Time of Showing

Rtane,
Arena = "Thiee Men on &
Horse''| 880 pm,
Rereen,
Ambassador — "tht, Helll";
1:26, 9:86, 5:30, 7:80 and 0i3b

pm

mplhl——"mmm of the Texan'";
11 am., 1:45, 4:30, T:16 and 10
pm, Btage: 13:45, 3:30, 6:16 and
P pm,

Columbia — "Qun Vadis"; 11:36
a.m., 2:40, 5:46 and B8:56 p.m,

Dupont—"Rasho-Mon"; 1, 2:38,
4:25, 6:15, B:056 and 10 p.m,

Keith's — "Bend of the River";
11:45 a.m., 1:45, 3:50, 5:50, 7:50
and 9:656 p.m.

Little—"La Ronde"; 5:30, 7:08,

tan — “Bride of the

Hollywood Diary

By Sheiloh Graham

L. B. Mayer
Picture

side of the boat Charlotte, in
“Botany Bay"—keel hauling, they

called it in the bad old days. To
save Ladd's face, the prop de-
partment has padded the Chlr-'
lotte's bottom with rubber falsies!

The water on Clifton Webb's
knee will be more expensive than
champagne—at least for 20th- Fox,
‘Who'll have to reshoot a lot of
‘Dream Boat." 'The entire plot
hinges on the eliminated dance

number with Clifton and inger
Rogers.
LI B B

Bette Davis won't do the Palace
Theater (New York) stint until
fall. She has a big movie projeot
oog.klnl.

wosomes at Romanoft's: Ann
Rutherford with old«time beay,
Bill Dosler, Oreg Bautser with
Mrs, James Mason,

Brrol rlnnn told me, the other
day, that he doesn’'s worry about
money, as long as he oan reconcile
his net ineome with his habits,
But that evening, at the Mooambe,
I watehed Fynn holding on like

Jane Pows!l « Ralph Bellamy
Constance Moore « Morton Gould

LAST DAY FOR

ancoisWillon

neot

urim death to David May, shouts
I, T won't let go until he prys
m# the 160 he owes me." When
L 1eft, 8 hours later, Brvol was st
holding on and silll holding forth,
David  swears he owes  Errol
nothing,

Later abill, at the swank Derby

ball In the Crysial Room, sw
0 nny lllmmn with Beb Calhoun,

p fl pgu
Betty Grable, who likes to eat,
in en her usual before-pleture
eampalen of losing 16 pounds, Bhe
Atars with Vie Mature in "The
Farmer Takes a Wife,"
No lump sum for Bylvia Gable

in their settlement, but she will

Clark as long as she's a good girl,|

Cary Grant, starting as a 38-|
year-old professor, takes medicine,
gets younger with each dose, and|
winds up as an 18-year-old boy in
“Darling, I Am Growing Younger,”

Arlene Dahl and Lex Barker,
who co-star in “Fire Over Africa,”
as itemed here many weeks ago,
will make the “Fire,” not in Africa,
but in London and Spain.

by
North American News Alliance,

$:40 and 10:20 p.m.
11:15 am., 12:45, 2:35,

Gorilla”;
4:25, 6:15, 8:06 and 9:556 p.m.
National — “Gypsy Wildeat”;

11:15 am., 2:20, 5:30 and 8:55

p.m.
On - “Detective Btory”;
1:30, 390, 5:50, 7:50 and 10 p.m.

Palace—"Viva Zapata”; 11 am.,
1:10, 3:20, 5:30, 7:40 and 9:50 p.m.
Pix — “Francois Villon”; 2:50,

4:35, 6:25, 8:20 and 10:05 p.m.
Playhouse — “Five
10:40 am,,
and 9:40 p.m.
Plaza —
Mob”; 10:55 a.m., 12:45, 2:40, 4:30
6:25, 8:15 and 10:15 p.m.

Trans-Lux — “Two Tickets to

Fingers”;
12:50, 3, 5:10, 7:20
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Tonight and Every Night (Till Mar, 5) at 8:30
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ULINE. ARENA
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